ILLEGIB
ILLEGIB

| SE-24,

9501011A000600050024-3

»

Approve?xFor Release 200_5/04/2: CIA-
CONFIDEMNPA]

204

Py INPORMATTON

TAB ¥ A
DISEATE IN THE XOREAN ARFA

1. Available intelligence doss not indicate the presgent

incidence of typhus, cholere, sallpox, typhoid and other diseases
Because of the poor diagnostic competence of the Chinese
in North Korea. /it 1s doubtful whether factunl information  Communist ang
North Korean
on the ineldence of ench diseese will ever be avallable, xiwewx medical services

Consequently, true curvent

incidence of any pliven diseass in the North Koreen (and China/
danchuria) arsa {9 1ikewise not knout by the Communists, Hew.
ever, the area contalns *he natural conditions causing many

diseases to be endemic and aridemnic.,

Endemic disassea of Wilitary slgnificenck in the NE

2w Sericus




ILLEGIB
ILLEGIB

ILLEG

Approved ForiRilease 2&9” E&! DCEl' DP79$0101J00600050024 -3
IR

2., Disecases histordeally follow the movement of armies,
happened
and there is every reason to believe this Lewtxompypdizs
the military
case of/Chiness/movements into North Korea. Morsover, hygiene

in the

ond sonitaery conditions in the NKF and CCF have becohze -
gressively more propitious for disease outbresks as the Korean
conflict hasg continued. Exhausting foreed marches‘ and inasdequate
food and shelter have lowered the resigtance of the troops.

Dirty mess-gear has been commonplace. Lack of rﬁed,ical equip-
rent and non-utilization of sanitation persbnnel, even in reaf

reflect negligent practices.
‘arens, preventive-medical |:|

:lThe absence of an effective lousicide 1s another factor

contributing to the generally primitive sanitery condition in
ineffective
the field (DDT is honinst certaln types of Korean

and Manchurien lice).

8, During 1951, cholera, anllpox, and typhus were reported
to. be widespread among North Koreen and Chinese Communist troops.
Typhme fever had a high incidence among enemy troops during
the springf}l:he rate fell u}‘:s.:ﬁpl;sr early in July. It was reported:
that in some arcas of North Korsay 50% of all eivilian conmmities
contracted the disease, with a resulting 307 mortelity. In
Hareh, 1951, there were reports that typhus, 'typhmid.x and snoll-
pox had affected & large proportion of civilians and North Korean

troops in the Ch'wmch'on area; the wortality rate wa.é reporved
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to be 50%. In A}Sril, 1951, the NKF and CCF disease victims

were reported to equal hattle casualtles.

5. In November, 1051, GHQ,FECOM concluded that "lack of
an effective lousicide, together with the apparent neglect of
universal typhus immunizations and the high 1o;usa infeatation
of snemy troo k 1 inevitaebl reéult in mony cases of typhus".
25X1 In March, 195% stated that 30% of the 8th Corps, NKA, were
5V

bedridden with typho rphus, with about 60% mortality.
6, There have been seversl recent reports of an unusual

disesse in both the NKF and T,hé COF, The disease 15 characterized

by an acute onset with headachs, chills, and fever; nosebleed, |
| vomiting, and ebdominal peins were reported in some instances.

Vhile thers was no mention of conjunctival hemrorrhage (or "red

eye") in connection with these reports, a large parcentage of

PW's wore found to be suffering from some form of conjunctivitis

at the time of capture. No estimate of incidence of the malady

iix enemy troops can be obtalined.

25X1

g. a amallpox-1ike disease

epidemic in North Korea during November-December 19513 no con-
firming intelligence is avalilable.

. CCF/Immunjzation, :
trogps havy been more uyiversally and jlore ef ecfive
thén is glenerally bel wﬁn x > ]
nd YVawehuria/prior COF intervention in /1950
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7+ CCF Immunizat-ion.) '

g:;;;re are indications of extensive inoculation of CCI" troops, although
the degree of proﬁection received is not imown due to doubtful effica?y of
ipmunization. Prior to CCF interventio: in 1950, vaccines were ple§t;f51
in China and Manchuria, and were also available for revaccination ?I\UCF
troons in korea during tue spring of 1951 {except for tetanus toxoid)e
Vaccines were made in China and Manchuria at any e of a number'of cent§r§ )
such as the Pelding Central Epldemic rrevention Bureau and the DalrenvMunlclpal |
Seritabion Uenter. Intélligence does not indicate use of Soviet or U.S._ :
nmGe vaccines by the CCI. ILLEGIB

P i

A,
petetncy

b, Typhold-Faratyphold-Cholers: Combined vaccine,

| Given in divided doses of 0,5¢c, 1.0ce and 1,0
at intervals of 1 wosk, Universal coversge in

1951 for ke first dose, about 90% coverage for

e socond dose, and about 207 coverape for fhw ‘
Lack of full coverage for
third dosa. | Jasgt - ILLEGIB

tuo doses | | ILLEGIB
due to pressure of military operations.

¢, Tetermg: Givem in divided doses of 0.5¢c, 1.0ce

and 1.0cc ol intervels of 3 - 4 weeks, Universel
coverage in 1951 for the fiist dose. about 40%
coverape for the Znd dose, smk 15% for the 3rd

full coverapge for
doss. Wxx leck of| fest ILLEGIB
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> - due to pressure of military
o dnsas|_ |
operations

ILLEGIB | |and-ﬁo a shortage of toxoid,

8, A Tnmunization. The immunization program in the

NKA woe far less universal during the first half of 1951 then
Intelligence does not indicate use of specifie

in the CCF. [
inoeulations for tetanus, cholera or damee 2]

ILLEGIKB | | | It 18 estimated that 15 -

209 of troops received mo immnizaticn of any kind in 1951,
8. Smallpox: Vaceination xmes universal in 1950.
Only about 1/3 of troops mwaoc Tevaccinated in
1951, '
b. Typhold-Paratypheid: Combined m‘ccineg Given

twice yearly in divided doses of 0,5ce and 1l.5ce
with o one-week interval, About 907 coverage in
early 1950 and about 30% coverage in 1951.

e, Typhug: None in 1950, Given in two divided doses
of 1.0cc each to approximately 607 of troops between
Februayy and May 1951, |

d. Typhold-Toretyphoid-Tyghus: Combined vaccine given
in divided doses of 1.0cc each to apprtmimately
60% of troops in 1951,

€. "Nigin-Bakiin®: This ic the phonetic pronounciation

- of a Russian, combined vaceine :lgiven to

approximately 807 of NKA troops botwecn March and
- PP -
\
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May 1951. Inoculation of one dose results in fever
of three or four days duration. No fatallitlies
vesilted. As far as can bo ascertained, the vaccine
contained immunizing agents agaeinst the following
diseases: typhoid, cholera, probably peratyphioid

A and B, and tetanus or dysentery. i Information
concerning the use of this vaccine is reliable,

but the list of diseascs apainst which it is
supposed to be effective is not, selizidtex

9.
20x From curvent reports it appears that both the Chinese

and North Koreans have ordered (at least on paper) plague and
cholera immmnizations for civilians as well as for troops,
¥pnti-plapue corps are said to be carrying out emergency decon-
tamination and epidemic prevention work in e fron-b-line posi~

. and rtedly
tions and villages affected, / Bpidemic prevention stations/ph;ve

been set up in germ-affected aroas.®

10, Militery senitation orders include the boiling of
setting up

all drinking water; the burning of garbtepe and to the smicirg
of latrines in specified areas, Insect and rodent control

measures have also been instituted. It is emphasized that
thoroughly

while these orders exist on peper, it is not known how axtexetely
being
they ave/ corried oul.
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